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The wolf loves to eat more than anything in the world and one day he has a terrible craving for

chicken stew. He spots a chicken who seems just right, but then he thinks how much more stew

there will be if he fattens her up before dining himself. So he goes home and begins to cook all

kinds of scrumptious food for the chicken to eat. A big surprise is in store for the wolf when he finally

visits Mrs. Chicken to collect his meal.
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With all the wonderful picture books out there for children, it seems silly to say that children need

only one book on such n' such a topic. Unfortunately, that's sometimes how my little mind works.

Take, for example, this book. Now I had been familiar with the amazingly funny and well-written, "My

Lucky Day" by Keiko Kasza. What I didn't know was that almost ten years before its publication,

Kasza preceded her modern-day classic with something called, "The Wolf's Chicken Stew".

Intrigued by other works by this author/illustrator, I decided to seek out this earlier work. After all,

"The Wolf's Chicken Stew" appears on the New York Public Library's list of 100 Picture Books

Everyone Should Know. Unfortunately, my reaction was akin to those fans who listen to an artist's

mature works and then go back to that same artist's earlier (and weaker) material. Using almost

exactly the same formula that would later appear in "My Lucky Day", Kasza tries to send up the

classic predator/prey fight for supremacy with a twist at the end. But instead of knowing laughs,



we're left with a sweet but weak finish.Says the book, "There once lived a wolf who loved to eat

more than anything else in the world". Some of us can sympathize. When he spots a lone chicken

ah-walkin' in the woods one day, the wolf sets his heart on a delicious chicken stew. Just the same,

he can't deny that the chicken is a scrawny critter. One that undoubtedly needs some fattening up.

So off the wolf goes to bake some tasty treats to fill the chicken's belly. He whips up 100 pancakes,

100 doughnuts, and "a scrumptious cake weighing a hundred pounds". Each gift is left on the

chicken's doorstep and when he believes the time is right, the wolf peers into bird's home only to be

welcome by a still thin chicken.
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